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Consumer Committee Meeting

May 10, 2010

Genesis Apts. Building – 113 East 13th Street – Lower Level Conference Rm.

New York, NY

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
MEETING RECORD

Co-Chairs Present:  Cameron Craig & Rob Robinson
Present: 

Patricia Cifaldi, James R. Branch, Joseph T. Kangappadan, Aleida Valentin (DHS), Beng Lee Kam, David Krass, LaVerne Holley, Lawrence Taylor, Toby Pugh, I. China Chung, Frank Clark, Eileen Lynch (DHS), Peruilden Lewis, Irma McEachnie, Levy Rafael, William Speidel, Sylvia Gina Hunt, Jackline Lamiscarre, Victor Gonzales, Remo Chang and Judith Simpson.

Welcome and Introductions
· Consumer Co-Chair, Robert Robinson opened the meeting and welcomed all meeting attendees. 
· Mr. Robinson introduced the two new faces in the room, Ms. Judith Simpson and Mr. Remo Chang and informed the group of Mr. Chang’s and Ms. Simpson’s roles.
· Mr. Robinson also introduced Ms. Eileen Lynch, Co-Chair from DHS and Ms. Valentin who were present at the meeting.
· Mr. Robinson than read a statement by Ms. Guice and he thanked her for her value added services.
Opening Remarks
· Ms. Valentin welcomed everyone and indicated she was happy to see all attendees.
· Ms. Valentin also asked that the rules for the meeting be read by one of the participants.
· Ms. Valentin also indicated that this was a transitional meeting and that she would facilitate the meeting today.
· During the introduction segment of the meeting, Mr. Robinson asked that attendees introduce themselves and state the following:  
1. Their Consumer Committee voting/alternate categories;
2. their homeless status (if homeless or not);
3. organizations of relevant affiliation; and
4.  what homeless and/or supportive services they are accessing or utilizing.
· Mr. Robinson inidicated that one of his responsibilities is to visit soup kitchens, and he stressed that this was a form of receiving services and that there was nothing wrong with that.  He stressed that attendees need to be honest about whether or not they are receiving services to ensure that they get the services they need.
Review & Approval of March 8, 2010 Meeting Minutes

· Ms. Valentin made a request for attendees to review the minutes from March 8, 2010.   

· For the record, there was no meeting held in April 2010.

· A request for contact information was made by the Co-Chairs, including phone numbers and email addresses.

· Mr. Robinson provided a phone number for the meeting facility – which is 646-619-9970.  In the event that a meeting is cancelled, the facility is notified by 12:00 noon of the same day.  Participants can call the facility directly to determine whether or not there is a meeting.

· During the review of the minutes, Mr. Robinson asked that everyone sign the attendance sheet.

· Mr. Robinson also asked that when participants sign in it needs to be legible, so that if the need arises, he can call individuals by their names during the meeeting.  Therefore, he asked that participants please print and then sign their names.

· During this session Mr. Robinson advised Consumers to be concise and succinct (no more than 30 seconds indicating the name of events/activities, date, place, time and name only) in making verbal announcements. 

First and second motions made by Sylvia Gina Hunt and Frank Clark to approve and adopt the amended March 8, 2010 meeting minutes.  A voice vote was taken and all voted in favor to approve the meeting minutes.
Announcements 

Ms. Valentin asked everyone to follow the procedure, due to the fact that there was no newsprint.  The procedure being, if there is an announcement, please get up, state your name, give the date of the activity, and the activity. If anyone is intersted, they will see you after the meeting.
The following announcements were made:
· Mr. Clark indicated that he had a blue flyer, and that it was self explanatory.

· Ms. McEachnie, May 14th DYASPORA meeting at 2:00pm.
Consumer Outreach Committee Update
· Ms. Valentin facilitated this session- Ms. Valentin asked the committee if there were any reports, and if any were due.  Mr. Robinson indicated that there was one report which was provided to Ms. Guice, which he would resend. Mr. Robinson indicated that there would be three upcoming outreach activities as follows:
1. May 12, 2010  Wednseday at 11:30am- 123rd Street and 3rd Avenue (Pathways to Housing)
2. May 27th, 2010, Thursday at 55 125th Street  (Pathways to Housing)
3. May 13, 2010 at the Ali Forney Center
4. Ms. Holley informed the group that there was a presentation at Jasper Hall on Melrose.  A site visit was conducted, and they have an interst in a presentation.  They are very interested in telling the committee about their program as well.   Ms. Valentin, asked that in the future she be contacted about such an opportnity and she informed the group that Jasper Hall and Heritage Health and Housing are run by SOBRO.  Ms. Valentin asked that she be provided with all the details.
Welcome Kit

· Ms. Valentin informed the group that this item would be discussed at next month’s meeting.
Steering Committee Updates
Ms. Lynch provided the following updates:

· The 2010 NOFA process is underway.  The CoC is working with the providers to finalize the list of programs that will be eligible for renewal this year. The NOFA application is expected to be released by HUD sometime this summer.

Section 8 - There is currently an indefinite freeze on Section 8 vouchers, no new vouchers are being issued.  However, if a client is currently using a Section 8 voucher (leased up in an apartment) and continues to meet eligibility criteria, the voucher will not be revoked.
Steering Committee Standing Committees (Consumer Reporting)

· Ms. Valentin informed the group that they were all asked to attend one committee meeting and prepare reports on the forms given to them.  

· Ms. Holley reported that on April 6th the Gaps and Needs Committee met- in the April meeting, we discussed meeting times and a decision was made to meet every month as opposed to every other month.  We also spoke about housing issues regarding veterans, HIV, mental health and other groups who need housing.  Ms. Holley expressed that the government was lax with the process of assisting these groups.  She also discussed her desire to go back to having open forums in order to determine the gaps and needs in the community.  However, Ms. Valentin discussed why the open forums had stopped.  She reminded the group that this is now the responsibility of the Standing Committee. She also indicated that this committee would discuss the issues. 

· Mr. Craig added that there was discussion around whether there would be 2 people from the 16 groups in the Continiuum to come and speak about the gaps and needs (not necessarily an open forum).

· Ms. Valentin responded that at the last meeting there was a presentation given on DV and AIDS  

Ms. Valentin also discussed that consideration was being given to the NYCCCoC to serve as a resource center (i.e., sharing information and giving information- each member has committed to finding out statistics on what the needs are).

· Ms. McEachnie indicated that there were two presenters at the first meeting one from DV and one from HIV AIDS

Other Business

· Mr. Robinson asked that persons who come to the meeting sit with the group as the process is one of inclusion, and sitting in the back for example signals that one may not want to paraticipate.

· Mr. Robsinson also asked that persons sign in by printing their names as well as providing their signature.

· Mr. Clark – asked who was affected by Section 8- He than asked Ms. Lynch to find out DHS’ position on Section 8 vouchers.  Discussion took place about the funding of Section 8 and the controversy about the funding.  Discussions about the rumors regarding whether or not vouchers were being pulled.

· Ms. Valentin and Mr. Robinson talked about not listening to rumors, but waiting for the official word from persons who know about the subject.

· Ms. Valentin…..No other business…this is the quickest meeting we ever had.  The stipends and metrocards will be distributed.

Ms. Valentin reminded the group that the meeting is not a job, and that attendance should be due to the fact that persons have an interest, not because they feel that this is a revenue source or income.

First and second motions made to adjourn the meeting at 6: 45p.m.  A voice vote was taken and all voted in favor of adjourning the meeting.
Consumer Committee Meetings:
· June 7, 2010, 6:00 PM-8:00 PM (Genesis Apts., 113 East 13th St., Lower Level Conference Room)
· July 2010 meeting date to be determined. 
Steering Committee Meetings:

· June 18, 2010, 9:30 AM-12:00 PM (Genesis Apts. 113 E. 13th Street Lower Level)
· July 2010 to be determined. [image: image2.png]
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